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OBJECTION TO GRANT OF PLANNING PERMIT




	IMPORTANT NOTE:

Your objection will be made available for public viewing and copies may be made to interested parties for the sole purpose of enabling consideration and review as part of the planning process under the Planning and Environment Act 1987.

	Please print clearly.  

	WHO IS OBJECTING?

	I/We
(Name in block letters)
	

	Owner/s or Occupier/s

(Address)
	

	

	Our Postal Address:
	
	
	            Postcode:   

	Telephone No:
	
	EEmail:   

	

	WHAT APPLICATION DO YOU OBJECT TO? 

	What is the permit application number?
	D/601/2014

	What is proposed?
	Medium density housing development comprising the construction of six (6) double storey dwellings and a waiver of the visitor car space as shown on the plans accompanying the application

	

	What is the address of proposed development?
	137 Mansfield St, Thornbury, 3071

	

	Who has applied for the permit?
	Mansfield Street Partnership – Cornetta Partners

	

	WHAT ARE THE REASONS FOR YOUR OBJECTION?


	Six double-storey dwellings would be a significant and inappropriate overdevelopment of this site. 

Developments like this set a precedent for increasing the population density in residential areas of Thornbury too rapidly and in an apparently unplanned way.  There are already many projects underway in Darebin which will provide an abundance of new townhouses & apartments in the near future. 



	The building is an inappropriate and inadequate design response to the site and the neighbourhood,  especially given that the submitted plans are virtually identical to those submitted in application number D/614/2014 re. 60 Mansfield St, Thornbury, save for changing the orientation by 180o! 

The visual bulk of this proposed construction would be overpowering and out-of-place here.



	The plans submitted do not satisfactorily address the questions of overlooking of neighbouring private secluded spaces, particularly of 132 Flinders St, 132A Flinders St, and 131 Mansfield St. The proposed Newcastle St. balconies also overlook habitable rooms of units at 130 Flinders St.


	The plans submitted do not satisfactorily address the potential increased overshadowing of the solar panels installed at 139 Mansfield St, Thornbury.

	Traffic problems will increase. Council has already been made aware of residents’ concerns about the dangerous dog-leg intersection on this corner, where Mansfield St. joins Newcastle & Wales Sts. Many children and older pedestrians already have to negotiate this potentially dangerous corner every day.



	Insufficient parking spaces are provided, especially considering the already crowded street parking in this part of Mansfield St.  and surrounds. Parking is particularly difficult during school drop-off and pick-up times, as well as when the café diagonally opposite the site is open.


	Local amenities such as schools and child care are already stretched. 

Available public transport is not very convenient. 


	The proposal does not appear to incorporate adequate compliance with various aspects of building requirements and guidelines. For example, there is insufficient private space for the recreational use of residents – small balconies should not be considered adequate for dwellings which in this case could be better designed to incorporate adequate ground floor private garden areas. Furthermore, the plans do not ensure that sufficient hours of sunlight are provided to the dwellings’ private spaces.




If there is not enough room, attach a separate page.

HOW WILL YOU BE AFFECTED BY THE GRANT OF A PERMIT?

	We do not support this kind of inappropriate development in residential areas of Thornbury. It changes and clashes with the appearance, character and amenity of the local neighbourhood. 



	Our traffic and parking problems will get worse if Council permits developments with this sort of inadequate parking, including the waiving of visitor parking which seems to happen all too frequently.



	We are very concerned that these types of developments should not become the norm in Thornbury. We do not want every available corner block to be snapped up and given Council approval to be redeveloped in this way. This plan represents a very poor design response to this site; it’s not suited to the neighbourhood, doesn’t consider neighbouring residents or their continued private enjoyment of their homes and outdoor spaces. It does not appear to provide adequate light or space to the cramped units.  We want our Council to advocate strongly for conservation, for quality dwellings, for green and sustainable developments – values not evident in this proposal.



	


IMPORTANT NOTES ABOUT OBJECTIONS TO PERMIT APPLICATIONS

1. This form is to help you make an objection to an application in a way which complies with the Planning and Environment Act 1987, and which can be readily understood by the responsible authority. There is no requirement under the Act that you use any particular form.

2. Make sure you clearly understand what is proposed before you make an objection. You should inspect the application at the responsible authority’s office.

3. To make an objection you should clearly complete the details on this form and lodge it with the responsible authority as shown on the Public Notice – Application for Planning Permit.

4. An objection must –

a. State the reasons for your objection; and

b. State how you would be affected if a permit is granted.

5. The responsible authority may reject an application which it considers has been made primarily to secure or maintain a direct or indirect commercial advantage for the objector. In this case, the Act applies as if the objection has not been made.

6. Any person may inspect an objection during office hours.

7. If your objection related to an effect on property other than at your address as shown on this form, give details of that property and of your interest in it.

8. To ensure the responsible authority considers your objection, make sure that the authority receives it by the date shown in the notice you were sent or which you saw in a newspaper or on the site.

9. If you object before the responsible authority makes a decision, the authority will tell you its decision.

10. If despite your objection the responsible authority decides to grant the permit, you can appeal against the decision. Details of the appeal procedures are set out on the back of the Notice of Decision which you will receive. An appeal must be made on a prescribed form (obtainable from the VCAT (Victorian Civil & Administrative Tribunal)) and accompanied by the prescribed fee. A copy must be given to the responsible authority. The closing date for appeals is 21 days of the responsible authority giving notice of its decision.

11. If the responsible authority refuses the application, the applicant can also appeal. The provisions are set out on the Refusal of Planning Application which will be issued at that time.

	Signature:
	
	Date: 
	


